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From: Hyde, Tinka
To: Kuefler, Patrick; Pierard, Kevin; McKim, Krista
Subject: FW: SEEKING YOUR CONCURRENCE: Oil and Gas Effluent Limitations Guidelines – Notice of Proposed


Rulemaking – Final Agency Review (FAR)
Date: Wednesday, July 09, 2014 9:52:33 AM


We are good to go. Thanks


From: Hedman, Susan 
Sent: Wednesday, July 09, 2014 9:35 AM
To: Hyde, Tinka
Cc: Williams, Felicia; Mathur, Bharat; Karim, Naimah
Subject: Re: SEEKING YOUR CONCURRENCE: Oil and Gas Effluent Limitations Guidelines – Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking – Final Agency Review (FAR)
Thanks -- this looks fine.


From: Hyde, Tinka
Sent: Wednesday, July 9, 2014 8:16:24 AM
To: Hedman, Susan
Cc: Williams, Felicia; Mathur, Bharat; Karim, Naimah
Subject: SEEKING YOUR CONCURRENCE: Oil and Gas Effluent Limitations Guidelines – Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking – Final Agency Review (FAR)
Susan – We are seeking your concurrence on our recommendation to: 1) cover the FAR call for you
and 2) to concur without comments on the Unconventional Oil and Gas. Below is a copy of the
briefing memo (which is also attached). Please let me know if you concur with our recommendation.
Thanks


Effluent Limitations Guidelines (ELGs) Proposed Rulemaking for the Unconventional
Oil and Gas (UOG) Industry: EPA is proposing to establish pretreatment standards that
would prevent the discharge of pollutants in process wastewater from onshore unconventional
oil and gas extraction facilities to publicly owned treatment works (POTWs).


The current Onshore Oil and Gas ELGs apply to a subset of the oil and gas extraction industry.
The ELGs currently apply to conventional and unconventional oil and gas industry discharges,
and include a “no discharge” restriction for direct discharges to surface waters. The existing
regulations do not include national categorical pretreatment standards for discharges to
POTWs. This rulemaking would establish a zero discharge requirement for discharges to
POTWs.


Current Wastewater Management Practices: EPA does not believe that there are any
occurrences of oil and gas industry wastewater going directly to POTWs. Currently,
wastewater is managed by treating the water for reuse in drilling new wells, discharged to UIC
wells or is treated at centralized waste treatment (CWT) facilities then reused/recycled,
discharged to surface waters or POTWs.


Because the requirements in this proposal reflect current industry practice, EPA does not
project this rule will impose any costs, but will ensure that such current industry best practice
is maintained over time. The proposed rule would apply to both new and existing sources.


Status in Region 5: Region 5 does not have any cases of wastewater being discharged directly
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to a POTW. However, we have one case in Ohio where wastewater is first sent to a CWT for
metals precipitation and the removal of suspended solids prior to being discharged to the City
of Warren POTW. This rulemaking would not have an effect on the Warren POTW because the
wastewater is first treated at a CWT.


Recommendation:
The FAR meeting is currently scheduled for July 16th at 3pm central time.
The Region 5 representative at the FAR meeting is expected to represent the position of the
Regional Administrator. We have provided minor, non-substantive comments (submitted via
the sharepoint system). We recommend that Region 5 concur without comment.





